MEETING RACE PREJUDICE

class. If the truly smart set of Saratoga was shocked that
Booker should have been caught in this man's company
and as his guest we are not surprised. But still Booker
Washington could not eat dinner with the most ordinary
white man in this section. He wouldn't dare intimate
that he sought such social recognition among whites here";
and in conclusion this editorial said: "The South only
pities the daughter that she should have allowed herself
to be used by a father whose sensibilities and ideas of the
proprieties are so dulled by his asinine qualities that he
could not see the harm in it."

This vituperation of Mr. Wanamaker, and the scoring
him for his part in the affair even more than Washington,
recalls an incident which Mr. Washington himself relates
in his book entitled, "My Larger Education." When he
was making a trip through Florida, a few weeks after his
dinner with President Roosevelt, at a little station near
Gainesville, "A white man got aboard the train," he
says, "whose dress and manner indicated that he was
from the class of small farmers in that part of the coun-
try. He shook hands with me very cordially, and said:
'I am mighty glad to see you. I have heard about
you and I have been wanting to meet you for a long
while/

"I was naturally pleased at this cordial reception, but
I was surprised when, after looking me over, he remarked:
'Say, you are a great man. You are the greatest man in
this country.'

"I protested mildly, but he insisted, shaking his head
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